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2025 The 17th
Seoul Architecture Festival
Preface

Seoul-ness: Multi-Layered City

Seoul is a city in constant flux. This change naturally creates
diverse layers within its spaces. This multi-layered structure
makes the city more diverse and complex. Each layer intertwines
and intermingles, sometimes creating chaos and uncertainty.
However, this is the source of creativity and dynamism in Seoul's
architecture, and the driving force behind new experiments and
challenges. The theme of the 2025 Seoul Architecture Festival is
“Seoul-ness: Multi-Layered City.” Through this theme, we aim to
revisit Seoul's uniqueness, identity, and regional character from a
future-oriented perspective.

Seoul is a “temporal multi-layered city.” From the well-
preserved Hanoks and old alleyways of Bukchon to modern
architecture representing various eras and innovative future
structures, different eras blend within a single space, creating
a landscape of dissonance and harmony. Seoul is a “spatial
multi-layered city.” From the web-like interconnectedness of
underground spaces to the above-ground pedestrian network
and multi-level pedestrian walkways, diverse spaces are
naturally interconnected, creating an organic urban flow. Seoul
is a “functionally multi-layered city.” Various functional layers,
including residential and commercial, natural and cultural, overlap
to create a uniquely integrated and rich urban experience.

Seoul-ness is not an intentional outcome, but rather an
experience that has naturally woven itself into our lives and
architecture over time. By taking a step back and re-examining
Seoul's architecture, we aim to rediscover its unique value and
continue to pursue new urban experiments and challenges for
the future. Seoul-ness is not simply an architectural form; it is a
complex experience where our way of life and the essence of
the city intertwine. We anticipate that it will become a crucial
milestone for shaping Seoul's future.
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Seoul-ness: The Puzzle of Memory Fragments

The General Director's Thematic Exhibition of the Seoul
Architecture Festival serves as a condensed version of the main
exhibition. Its material is built from modular elements of “Seoul's
Architecture.” By reassembling the image of Seoul preserved
in our collective memory through these modules, the exhibition
encourages citizens to discover points of connection with their own
personal memories. It seeks to evoke the vague yet familiar feeling
of Seoul as a “hometown,” offering an experience of uncovering
the city’s sensibility within fragments of its architecture. Rather than
presenting Seoul's urban architecture in a descriptive or logical way,
the exhibition invites each visitor to complete their own puzzle of

“Seoul's Architectural Culture” through diverse pieces of imagery.
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Hyoung-Gul Kook is a U.S.-licensed architect and Professor of
Architecture at Ewha Womans University. He received his B.S. in
Architectural Engineering from Yonsei University and his M.Arch
from Columbia University (GSAPP). In 2017, he was awarded the
Young Architect Award by Korea’s Ministry of Culture, Sports
and Tourism. He has won numerous design competitions,
leading to projects such as the Sancheong Happiness Culture
Center, Gongneung-dong Dokkaebi Market Customer Support
Center, Geumnam-myeon Community Complex in Sejong City,
Namsan Creative Center Remodeling, Seoul Station Subway Line
1 Remodeling, and the Dobong District Office Extension, among
others. Beyond the traditional boundaries of architectural design, he
continues to expand the role of the architect by engaging in diverse
fields such as fagade design, exhibition design, installation design,
and interior design, pursuing experimental and creative approaches.
He is also the author of ‘@%871%(2022)' and ‘@%571%2.0(2025)".
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