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Dae\Wha Kang

DaeWha has spent twenty-five years studying, designing, and building architecture. After working for ten years
with Zaha Hadid Architects, he founded his award-winning practice, DaeWha Kang Design. Born in Korea,
educated in America, and with a practice in London, he works across the UK, Middle East and Far East.

The studio’s work spans cultural institutions, hospitality, workplace design, and exhibition scenography -
connected by a belief that architecture should touch the body, speak to the mind, and make the world tangibly
better. “Beauty built with wisdom™ reflects that philosophy: design that is visually memorable but grounded
in long-term thinking, sustainability, and measurable human wellbeing. Specific competencies and industry
leadership include parametric design, digital fabrication, adaptive reuse, and working within challenging heritage
contexts.

Beyond his design work, DaeWha has taught at the Yale University School of Architecture, The Bartlett School
of Architecture, and Istituto Marangoni London. He has sat on juries at the Architecture Association, The Bartlett
School, and architecture schools in the United States including Columbia, Pratt Institute, and NYU. DaeWha
is also involved in the architecture community, having served on awards juries for the American Institute of
Architects, the Royal Institute of British Architects, and others.

Selected public lectures include the second Al Murabba Lecture for the Architecture Commission of Saudi
Arabia, Riyadh Design Festival, New London Architecture Lecture Series, and the Churches Conservation

Trust. DaeWha has written for industry and academic publications including AD magazine and Perspecta,

the Yale Architectural Journal, published by MIT Press.

DaeWha is also co-founder of Climate Change All Change, an educational charity that brings designers and
children together to co-design solutions for climate adaptation.
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Significant Projects

Europe, Middle East, and Far East

*
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BLACK GOLD MUSEUM, RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA OLD WAR OFFICE, LONDON, UK ST ANDREW HOLBORN CHURCH, LONDON, UK PAJU RAINBOW BUILDING, PAJU BOOK CITY, KOREA
2026 2023 2022 2017

Total conversion of the library building in the iconic Restaurant pavilion for heritage site with hospitality and Full regeneration and restoration of a Grade | Listed church A new-build office headquarters and residence in
KAPSARC complex into an international calibre fine arts new hotel in central London. designed by Christopher Wren. Paju Book City, Korea.

museum.
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Significant Projects

Europe, Middle East, and Far East

FARM CITY MASTERPLAN, PAJU, KOREA BARKING CIVIC CENTRE, LONDON, UK COMMUNIQUE HEADQUARTERS, SEOUL, KR VEDANTA HEADQUARTERS, LONDON, UK

2021 2019 2015 2018

Masterplan vision for phase 3 of Paju Book City, combining Urban design and master planning for a new civic centre in Facade design, café, roof terrace, and interior design for the  Interior fitout for company headquarters and hosting space
agriculture, ecopark, and new urban development in a East London. new company headquarters of a prominent public relations in Mayfair, London.

circular city concept. firm in Korea.
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CV

Education & Experience

DAEWHA KANG DESIGN

Education

Registered as an architect in the United Kingdom
(ARB registration number 075510i).

RIBA Part Ili
KINGSTON UNIVERSITY

London, United Kingdom
2009

MArch
YALE UNIVERSITY

New Haven, Connecticut, USA
2001 - 2004

BA
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Princeton, New Jersey, USA
1994 - 1998

Selected Awards:

Robert Leon Coombs Scholarship for academic excellence
David M Schwarz Traveling Fellowship and Internship
Kenneth A Householder Prize

AlA Scholarship
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Selected Experience

DAEWHA KANG DESIGN, LONDON, UK
2014 - PRESENT

Black Gold Museum, Saudi Arabia. 7,000 square metre
contemporary arts museum in Riyadh.

The Grand Courtyard and Pavilion at the OWO, London.
Dining pavilion and public realm design in Grade II* listed
former Old War Office.

St Andrew Holborn Regeneration, London. Full reordering
and interior design of Grade | listed church.

Paju Farm City Masterplan, Korea. Concept Masterplan for
circular city integrating agriculture and new development.

Communique Headquarters, Korea. Company
headquarters. Winner of Korea Ministry of Land award for
best adaptive reuse in Korea,

ZAHA HADID ARCHITECTS, LONDON, UK
Senior Associate, 2004 - 2014

Design Director, King Abdullah Petroleum Studies and
Research Centre, Saudi Arabia. 66,000 square metre
mixed-use complex including Conference, Research,
Library, and Musalla.

Design Director, Sleuk Rith Institute, Cambodia. Genocide
Institute and Memorial.

Project Director, Competition Stage. Masaryk Mixed Use
Development, Czech Republic. 180,000 square metre
office and retail development.

Project Architect: Kartal-Pendik Masterplan, Turkey. 330
hectare new city centre masterplan on the Asian side of
|stanbul.






Keynote Talks

Keynote

SAUDI ARABIA MINISTRY OF CULTURE

Al Murabba Public Lecture, November 2023
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Moderated by Prince Nawaf bin Ayyaf

“From nature to culture: international practice of DaeWha
Kang Design™

The studio’s work across Europe, Middle East, and Far East,
focusing on questions of cultural identity and architectural
expression

CHURCHES CONSERVATION TRUST
Public Lecture, March 2023. London, UK

“When the past meets the future: The regeneration of Wren’s
St Andrew Holborn, and reflections on contemporary
architectural practice”

TEMPLE BAR TRUST
Public Lecture, 2021, London, UK

“Pathfinders: Wellness, Design and Transcendence™
St Andrew Holborn in the context of DaelWha Kang Design
practice

SPIRIT DESTINY PODCAST
Public Lecture, 2021
“The wellbeing benefits of biophilic design™



Educational Institutes

DAEWHA KANG DESIGN

Lectures

LASALLE COLLEGE OF ARTS, Singapore, 2025

“An Architecture of Transformation: Regenerative Design
and the Future of Construction™

Exploring the possibilities of innovative design within
adaptive reuse and conservation architecture.

ASSOCIATION FOR STUDIES IN THE CONSERVATOIN
OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS, London, 2024

“Where the Past Meets the Future: The regeneration of
St Andrew Holborn and reflections on contemporary
architectural practice”,

Thhe studio philosophy exemplified in a major
refurbishment of Christopher Wren’s largest parish church.

YALE VISITING PROGRAMME, London, 2023
“Architecture and activism in the civic and cultural realm”

The studio’s intersection of climate advocacy, education,
and cultural projects.

ARCHITECTURE ASSOCIATION, London, 2023
“Smart buildings and big data: health, wellbeing, and the
digitisation of our built environment™

The studio’s work on interactive installations, smart buildings,
and wellbeing.

UNIVERSITY OF SAPIENZA, Italy, 2022
Public Conference on Health, Wellbeing and
Biophilia in Architecture

“Biophilic architecture in the city: Building deeper
connections with nature through biophilic design”
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ISTITUTO MARANGONI, London, 2021
“Practice and precedents: the work of Dae\WWha Kang Design™

HIGHGATE LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTE
“Biophilia and Design for Wellbeing”™

ISTITUTO MARANGONI, London, 2020
“Practice and precedents: the work of Dae\WWha Kang Design™

Teaching

ISTITUTO MARANGONI, London
Course mentor, 2020 - 2021

THE BARTLETT SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE,
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON
Tutor, Urban Design Master Course, 2011 - 2013

YALE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE, USA
Visiting Critic, 2007



Events & Design Conferences

s

DAEWHA KANG DESIGN

Lectures

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM CURATOR’S TALK 2026
Oxford, UK

“In Bloom: How Plants Changed Our World”

Curator and Designer’s lecture about regenerative design

SAUDI DESIGN FESTIVAL 2023
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

“Yesterday, today, and tomorrow: Anchoring identity with
contemporary architecture™

The studio’s work in Saudi Arabia and London, on building
cultural capital.

FACILITIES SHOW, London 2019
Conference Lecture

“Wellbeing in the workplace: The Living Lab at the Shard,
London™
Studio work in biophilic design and wellbeing

WOOD AND WELLNESS, London 2019
Public Lecture

“Wood and wellbeing: biophilic practices™
Living lab and other innovative timber designs by the studio

SAUDI DESIGN FESTIVAL 2019
Public Lecture, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

“KAPSARC Building: an iconic design and more™
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Panels

UCL SUSTAINABILITY PANEL, London 2026
Panelist

“From Sustainability to Regeneration: Rethinking The Built
Environment?”

NEXT IN VOGUE, Singapore 2025
Panelist

“Forms of the Future: Asian Design Reimagined™

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GENOCIDE 2024
Kingdom of Cambodia

“Healing: Architecture of Despair and Hope™

UK SUSTAINABLE SCHOOLS NETWORK 2022
Sustainability in Education Panel

“Architecture, nature, and the climate crisis: educational
approaches™

IMMERSIVE KIND COLLECTIVE 2021
London

“Immersive Worlds™

Panel discussion on mixed reality and design as part of ‘The

Sustainable Ethical Human’ series
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Selected Media

Online
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DCFHILLA DRTVES DALTWHA KANG
DESIENT OFFICE BLOCE REMOWVATION
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Adults feel happier and mara
productive when surrounded by
houseplants, research finds
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through biophilic design
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Selected Publications

In Print
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“THE ANSWERS WITH...DAEWHA KANG” “DESIGN TRANSFORMATION OF THE OWO “TO A CURATOR OF BEAUTIFUL LIVES,”
COURTYARD AND PAVILION” AD MAGAZINE: DESIGNING OUR TOMORROW

Published by Robb Report, Singapore, Summer 2023 Published by Conservation & Heritage Journal, Jan 2024 Published by Wiley, June 2015

An in-depth interview with DaeWWha Kang discussing the A detailed review into the balance and harmony of the A speculative report from the year 2050 describing how

studio approach to work and his personal outlook on design  contemporary pavilion within the conservation and heritage design will look one generation from today.

and wellbeing. context of the Old War Office.
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THE YALE ARCHITECTURAL JOURNAL,
PERSPECTA 37: FAMOUS.

Published by MIT Press, December 2005

A collection of essays and interviews with Greg Lynn,
Michael Graves, Peter Eisenman, Zaha Hadid, and
others exploring the impact of fame on the
architectural profession.
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Selected Awards

OLD WAR OFFICE PAVILION

RIBA Award 2026
Winner

Royal Fine Arts Commission Trust,

Building Beauty Award 2024
Winner

LIV Hospitality Award 2023
Winner, Architectural Design of the
Year

UK Society of Facade Engineers,
Facade of the Year
Winner

LONDON
l LIV HOSPITALITY R[ Bh 1;[;1,: AWARD 2024
DESIGN ANARDS Architecturecom | SHORTLISTED
WINNER 2033

DAEWHA KANG DESIGN

ST ANDREW HOLBORN

RIBA Award 2024
Winner

British Institute of Interior Design
Award 2023
Winner

AJ Architecture Awards 2023
Community & Faith Project Under
£2m, Finalist

National Churches Trust
President’s Award Finalist

Art & Christianity Award
Art in a Religious Context, Finalist

RAINBOW PUBLISHING HOUSE

The Architecture Masterprize

Winner in Architectural Design / Mixed

Use Architecture

ARCHITECTURE
MASTERPRIZE™

THE LIVING LAB
AJ Small Projects Award, 2019

Project of the Year, Finalist

ABB Leaf Awards, 2019
Best New Start-Up Practice, Finalist

Wood Awards, 2019
Highly Commended

WA

AWARDS
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@ Small Projects

BARKING CIVIC CENTRE

Build Architecture Awards, 2021
Best Urban Regeneration Project UK

ARBLEAF
AWARDS

rchitecture
Aowvards

COMMUNIQUE HQ

Korean Ministry of Land Award
Best Adaptive Reuse

Restaurant and Bar Design Awards
Finalist

Restaurant & Bar
Design Awards
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Other Initiatives

Climate Change All Change

DaeWha Kang is co-founder of Climate Change All Change
(CCAC) which uses the power of design to engage school
children with climate change.

.
B = g, L
Aoy

Through face-to-face collaborations with professional
designers, children are given the opportunity to learn about

the impending climate crisis — and co-create solutions for a
climate-changed world.

This powerful collaboration is shared at major institutions
through a series of exploratory exhibitions. The most recent
display of children’s work was at the V&A Museum, London,
in 2024.

|
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Other Initiatives

Letters to My Grandchild

| have had a lifelong fascination with transcendence. What
are those things in the world that take us beyond? Beyond
the ordinary, beyond the day-to-day, and beyond our limited
perspective of our own lives?

These letters are one way of seeing design and creation as
something that goes beyond our daily work. Using them, |
try to ensure that the work | do from day to day is something
worth doing: something that would make my grandchild’s
life better when he or she is born.

DAEWHA KANG DESIGN

Cluir Vionsa
Oetoher 17, 3018

Deor Grondshild,
“Buccess has many fathers, whils fedure is an cophan.”

Hello again atber guete some time. In owr days something caolled Youtube is super populor; people post
musie, vidoos, films, md protty muoch oy rmicving thing you can imagine snto i They alfton criticsse it os
an enormmicass outhed for 1i11:|vwn5ting: for thar mrtirm Eln:l:-.nl papulation Vidoos of cats d-l:lhg strarga !hin.g].
gt millions af views. Dseally |wstch i for @ lough, oF 1o beann o mew wirig techaides lon eleciiomes, of
g b Bk Sﬁﬂﬁlhirﬂg FHEWY.

But tamght [apant baanty iminubis .'-m:::hin,p' o gy fuivied Phnreall WHlEGMS ivbarvirs o ity iyl Uk,
By i’ Linid thioy will Do oy b hl:ll:lb‘ﬁr'lg Srounsd on Chne. El.l'l.'l'i,g_l'l'l.l"-:h\' Ehidy @D axcionalhy
talented and successhul singers, doncers, producers, and artist= A coupde of moments stood cut to me
ond | wanted to sharg thiarn wilh youe

Alter talking at length about suthenticity inspiretion, and kove, Pharmell st went strosght out and asied
sl wehist e thigmighil vwas the st assdnlal edarment o hs secceas, Was il the disnce mowes, the
I'I"Iﬂr'll'."l-iSI'l'L thie spactmcio? Lshubr snid it wos s voiog. A1 the ond of the diy, & donce move ‘I'“IEl'l[ o
amazing Dol somecsd Can Copy (L The s with the spactacie. But the st the voics S wnicies 1o him
and him alone. It is not onky tho product of yoors of physical troining ond proctice, but also tho
necwmdation of o milkon axperisncey. inspirntiong, aned edarments takan, weprassed in et his o Wy

In this age. my poers and | are grappling with the sscendance of technology, Becouse so much of whoas
wi do o architests is digital o moch of it con be lifted, copied, mixed, and remisad in tha BEnk of on
el L i 838y 10 Cieniplaen Ut i-l'.'lll'l'lll."'ml"lg e | indde wihd Lo quickly pecked up ard Sopiesd Dy SoqFGnD
olse. and now it seems they're petting the coedit | think Usher's lesson is o good one to we architects as
wapdl If woe vemnd £ croaie snmathinﬁ_ unigum anc m“nﬂjc_ wiihy gtiging powsr guan to your Eanqﬂ'uﬁ{m_
ol v 1o make it with our voice. We have 1o mave beyond technigue and through to the soul

Tha athee guecta, the ane that opans this BEar ackndeadadipes thie many streaems that o inta ws o
kD us wihd vl ore We ane on a oonstant soanch lor mﬁngs of insperation mnd reers Oof support $We con
muEnyer Stand sl mover cul ourselnes olf, and mives Stop 'E'E'I'_'l'lﬂ that soul s Thal woaese, kst our '.Inwing
weater deies up and cormes 1o on end.

All baal wishes, your grandlather. 17 Ootober 2016

Guardisns of Uha Past
May 24, 2020

D Grandeheld
| wrata this whils lsteaing 1a Fake Plastic Trees by Radishasd,

How withaiibile rg 430 things® Old pecgle™ Ok buildings? Od frands and old traditicnss?

Tadyg | huvd @ tang eall with my frignd Patrick Crarsin from Yale Architeciure Schoaol, nearly beenty yoars
ag0 now. Potrick was the one who inspired me most ot Yole—always creating something unuswal and
undargettable. One day it was a sat of three laceted houses that ermerged one from anather Bloe a Bving
outcrop of grometric rock. Angther day it was o copper-plate print where the metal had been left 1o
rust in thed rdin, then prossed inio pogser 1o make unbelicvable exiures of Ran ard blue foed dogy alver
dary, ol kindy of gother unpnpected things. Patrick has these huge, orystalling blee oyes, and | imagined
him as some fubure baing who saw the world with teice as many rays of light as the rest of us

Todoy b oskesd e ehout rr'mkmg e iune n Lendon, and | 1old im abowt my presentaion 1o the
ity twe dave ags ler the big sculptural pavilion | am warking am right now. ivs 25l canfidantial 56 | 2am't
rmee the project. but it defnitely won't Bo when you read this—remember, the one where Winston
Churchill and Lawrence of Arabda used to work? Closa to Buckingham Paloco? Fmi suna Fee telan you
Ehadd lor o cup of lea of o really tasly eaka by now

| toid Patrick that one of the best things about my job s how | get to make really futuristic things i really
okl places, Ther B something powserful that stirs in mo when | touch o stone today knowing the herooes
ol the past touched that same stone in their awn tmea, {They say that young Julius Cassar armived at the
Rock of Gibraltar ond wept, knowing thal AMewander tho Gread had been thene bedone hirm)

T wark in Buikdings of such histarical impenance, | hiea @ wark with pecsds wheo arme absolule espeans
in odd buibdings. Yo kaow Uhat roally ¢ool patteen | hawed wou in the stones of the coumyord? For the
presentation the other doy, | had to eeplain that we were going to toke those fifty-thousand ttle cubes
of hundred-year-okd stone and comphahy reanrrangs them (o make cur own nes patiem. Mannah
Parharm from Donoldd insall Associntos was thoro to help ma understand how to am:lp.latql thip histary of
thie budding owin a6 we made Sur few mark on it

Hannah is atways mspinng me with her uncompromising search for signficonce. She digs deop into
books. gramy photes, mnd faded ravespring to find the true history of things, giving voice to the forgottan
atones of thoss stamnes. Hanoah has theses pam;ﬂ.r.nqinﬂ Bargeean drgrd Brioeriedd by horm=nimesind spoctschas,
and | imaging nn ancent, righteous power hidden just below the surface of her youthiul feaberes. | can
phetians hier o5 some benphe guandsan of cur peecioas past

Yo ke, Dhedr fubund is infirabo: i's Full of Dend, of possibilities, of second and third and laurth ehancas.
But the past—hose really importent olfd things that hold the echoes ol history and heroes? It's Bmited,
it's searce. And sash time we lose some impartant ol thing, we have lost semething Irreplaceable—
becouss you con't maky semething new that bos o wndred yeors of acoumulated history,

So thase old buikdings really do raed guarding, Thay noed guardians,

&, Thowsong Days
Septembeer 13, 2017

D Girandchsld,

Todoy wos one thausoend and one days since setting up this studio and beginning 1o write you these
letters,

| warrgdar hena Inng pecrle will I wivan you oo thes lettern, In my diy. thea T g Ha axpecianty ol
samacnd Barm in this country, is 316 years, of almast 30000 doys. To krov the measune of a thouaand
darys, | pueture ry ilatims comprassed down o u.:-'-'us'ha meanth. This theusand -doy geumay would hiea
taken & doy fram that maoni-lang (21

| i'l'I"l.'.'lg,II"Il.‘I iy sel Larting oul on o FIZII'IR wdlk 8% thi Frst hent of 5-L|Illli'.i-'ﬂg oy el Powizon ¥Whens would Igo
and what oould | See? Night lals. | continue throwgh Dwilight, madnight. and the dark hours belorne dasm.
AL roSp-caltunsd li_gl'l! Fils tha aast, | know the sun is coming and anly twanty-nine doys reman ol o
bBrial span on this sarth Have | accormpished whot | 288 out BS do on thes pracious day? Hawe | made the
right choicas? Should | hove token o diffaront gath?

iy, thowsand days. is o long time (o spond on any endeavowr, and this one has been no different. To spend
o thousind days is 1o contenue, day on doy, weok on week Dwough o the g and lows, through doys
of feakng strong and davs of leeling ook To persesene 1or this duration requines 3 Comain Sirucishd and
& earten diesipling. Years of wesksng in oifice buildsings hove develapad in ma the nger o just shawing up
—just baing thers svory moring, e days & woeok, Bity-two wests b year. The “place” in o workplacs is
s irmportant for any jouwney like this one.

Yosterday | visibed the Shard Lo sea the Site for owr intest propect. In ow doy the Shard 5 the tallest
building in all of Eurcge. it stends as a tall orystal pyramid overdooking the Thames. One can sea it from
all corrars of London=—ewen from cur howsd on distent Barnsbury Hill We ore designing s:parimsnial
wiark Sheas aa the twelith Hess lor & Sampany called Mitia. Theds "Biaphils” spacas vwall immarss tha
wiarkess @ natursl matefinls, ek teaturds and Shanames |i_gl'||.

#is we measune the effects ol those spaces on the employees thene, we hope to leam mone about whaot
tactors will halp them feed stronger, more focused, and more motivaoed af their daly jobs. Day in, day
out, the workers will spend time in these spoces that your grandfather has created for them Will these
spacas help thaose pecple tais thel can thousand doy journeys? Wil they add meaning and rchness to
tha doys spent warking? | hope 5o

Al BRak wishes, your grordlathar 18 Segtember 2017,
. Trar todhay | Bagon wiiting dawn tha miesas | was listaning 1 whilg wilting you thide letvers. Tedaoy
wlrs: et ~ Piond and Siong Guinter, by Dadso Fain, Dondust
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